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y W 1731/1731/48 


TELEGRAM FROM 
Minister of State 
5 (Giro) 


167 Merra 
27th Jan?1943 
Receive \29th Jan+1943 
ry J 


in Reg 


Dated 


W. Refugees. 


Proposal that Greek refugees fron Middle East be 
settled in Cyrenaica. 


Transmits text of communication received from *— 
Greek Under Secretary for Public Welfare setting forth 
the advantages of settling Greek refugees from Middle 
East in communities deserted by the Italians on 
Cyrenaica desert, and requests Foreign Office \comments. 
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This is, of course, partly an atvempt to insert a 
Greek wedge into the Cyrenaica future, Nevertneless 
if tae settlement of Greek refugees could really be 
establisued as a temporary arrangement as Mr Dixon } 
suggests, well and good, but such temporary arrange- 
ments tend to endure, iir Randallis right in stating that 
there is an important political background; it is 

epresented by the future of Italian North Africa. There 
have been several conjectures, based somewhat vaguely 
Atlantic Charter and all that. It is perhaps now the 
time to try to get the elusive terms of the Atlantic 
ideology translated into some tangible policy, 

To take the immediate case of Cyrenaica:— 

(a) It is Italian territory, wnose restoration to | 
Italy has been definitely discounted by H.M. Govt (Dec- 
leration mw to the Senussi), altnougn witnout the backil 
of the United Nation: 

(b) The Senussi represent the majority of the inhabi- 
tants and already look upon the country as their nerita, 
(c) The Greeks have indicated a desire to revive the 

glories (according, I tnink, to Herodotus) of Cyrene, 
wnich might“offer many political attractions, but | 

(a) Tae Chiefs of Staff want to have military estab- | 
lisoments there to furnish a striking force to protect | 
the Suez canal, 

It seems to me tnat we are merely waving our arms 
in the air when ve attempt to plan for the future of 
this and otner Italian colonies in the absence of some 
guiding indication as to the decision that th¢ United 
Nations may make at tne Peace Settlement. 

So much for the political aspect, There is the 
pnysical one, 

Before accepting the responsibility of planting 
large numbers of Greek refugees, we ought to have more 
information than I think we have about the possibility 
of these refugees maintaining themselves without 
displacing the Arab natives. I believe it is a fact 
that the Italian colonists, wnose place the Greeks roa 

io 





presumably take, coufild not live on the land and moreov| 
had to be supplied from Italy with potable water ( the 
is plenty of brackish water for Olive and Palm trees) 
and generally were partly maintained at the expense 

of tne Italian metropolitan taxpayer, Perhaps the 

li. of State mignt be asked to examine this aspect 
concurrently with the examination nere, wnicn I sug,est 


of tae political position. us 
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The War Office, 


7 


hitehall, 


len rn avtat ae 


"his is an interim reply to your letter W.1731/48 of 
6th February. 


We have already cabled 0,-in-C. for his comments on 
inister of State's 167. We are not in a position to note 


on your draft telegram until we have received the comment of 
the C,-in-C. 


But perhaps you may not know that the matter is not simple. 


The occupation of Cyre: 2, 1 in the first, the 
operational, phase, which mea that LD I is under the orders 
of the Area Commander, 


efforts have been made to keep th 
ents under cultivation, and i 
1.P.0, himself, have been en 
and sow the farms evacuated by the Italians. 


had cor erable success and there are 


officers, including 


a not occupying the farm 
are very busy on the farmlands. 


Your draft takes no account of the Arabs whatever. sure ly 
cannot be so lightly dismissed? 


But we will wait for the C,-in-C's comments and then you 
receive a full reply from us, 


Have you spoken to MacKere He can show you W,.0, telegram 


[Owes s 





rans Ras $e ke 
No. 92861 of 9th January and Mideast telegram No. 9621.0 


Zo 


of 13th January which are relevant. 


—7 
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roposed settlement of Greek refugees on Italian 
Kesisny \W 2530/1751/48 [Farms in Cyrenaica. 
FROM War Office Transmits copy of telegram from Commander-in- 
Communicated. Chief, Middle Bast of 10th February opposing proposal 
on to instal Greek refugees on Italian farms in 
Cyrenaica on grounds of adverse reaction in Arab 
public opinion. 


No. 


Dated 


Teecsived 
eR eeta gn ee 5 


W 3: Refugees 
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MOST SECRET 
Sones eee 511550, ee 


&s CIPHER TELEGRAM 


C. in O: Middle East. W 2530 
Recd. 1720 10 Feb.43, 
TO;~ The War Office, 


EMPORTANT. 


QET/07649 cipher 10 Feb.MosT SECRET. 


From Political. 3 

VA 50027 (M.0.11) of Fifth Feb. and Signal 167 of 
27 Jan from Minstate to FO. Suggested installation Greek 
refugees on Italian Farms in Cyrenaica not (rpt.not) approved. 
These farms fall into two Categories A those in Jebel Area 
suitable for cultivation by small holders with animal drawn 
implements and B those in Baree Plain approximating to 
¢onditions of PrairieFarming and needing use of mechanical 
implements on big scale. CategoryA above are now being 
cultivated by original arab owners of land with unexpected 
Success and great enthusiasm.To remove Arabs in favour of 
Gveeks would cause strong Mposition from Arabs concerned and from 
whole Senussi following, Category B unsuitable for small 
holders of any nationality. Technicians only required. Much 
machinery at present immobilised and doubtful it Spare parts 

’ obtainable. In any case economic soundness of cultivation in 
Barce Plain questionable, 

Two. Consider merits of Suggested installation completely 
outweighed by inevitable adverse reaction in arab public 
opinion which is now friendly and co-operative impossible 
avoid deduction that they had only exchanged onezuropean 


Colonist for another and that British propaganda and promises 
with regard to their land misleading and unreliable.T.0.0./0950B. 
C.6(Telegrams) Distribution over/, 





Tote M.0.14. (for ction). 


Gopies to:- S, of S, 
FeM. 
P.U.S. 
P.U.S,(F). 
D 


ie. opertSya (2). 


FLO. (Mr. Randal) (2). 





MOST SECRET 
CIPHER TELEGRAM 311339, 


C. in 0. Middle East, 
.. Récd. 1720 10 Feb,43. 


To;- The War Office, , 


EMPORTANT, 


OET/07649 cipher lO Feb.MOST SECRER, 


From Politieal. oe 

Your 50027 (M.0.11) of Fifth Feb and signal’ 167 of 
27 Jan from Minstate to FO. Suggested installation Greek 
refugees on Italian Farms in Cyrenaica.not (rpt,not) approved, 
These farms fall into two Categories A-those in Jebel Area 
suitable for cultivation by small holders with animal drawn 
implements and B those in Barce Plain approximating to 
¢0nditions of PrairieFarming and needing use of mechanical 
implements on big scale. Category& above are now being 
cultivated by original Arab owners of land with unexpected 
Success and great enthusiasm.To remove Arabs in favour of 
Greeks would cause strong @position from Arabs concerned and from 
whole Senussi following. Category B unsuitable for small 
holders of any nationality. Technicians only required, Much 
machinery at present immobilised and doubtful if spare parts 
obtainable. In any case economic soundness of cultivation in 
Barce Plain questionable. 

Two. Consider merits of suggested installation completely 
outweighed by inevitable adverse reaction in arab public 
opinion which is now friendly and co-operative impossible 
avoid deduction that they had only exchanged oneEkuropean 


Colonist for another and that British propaganda and promises 
with regard to their land misleading and unreliable.T.0.0.0950B. 
C.6(Telegrams) Distribution over/, 





Tote M.O.14. (for ction), 


Gopies to: 


3, ofS. 

FM. 

P,U.S. 

P.U.S, (F). 

De Delle Oo 

MeOe5e ite 

U, 1.2, 3s 

DF. (a). 

De 

A. C.S, 

Hy om crs Le). 
FO, (Mrs. Randall) (2). 
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FROMoOlonel French 
War Office to Mr. 

Randall 

A Ae ge am) 
MQ 11/BM/293 

Dasha March 

Received \ 3rd Mare 

in Registry ) 4943. 

W: Refugees + 


Proposel thet Greek refugees be settled in Cyrenaica 


W 3608/1 731/48 


Refers Foreign Office letter of 6th February 
(W 1731/1731/48) Gives War Office reasons for 
supporting views of Commander in Chief, Middle Hast, 
that the Arabs should not be antagonised by 
settlement of Greeks in Cyrenaica, and asks that 
Minister of State Cairo be informed of this. 
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5rd March, 1943. 


5 


SECRET. 
M.0.11/B./293. 


te MAD 4 
-o tl it loa 
<0 Gee, a, 


? 
Dew Kata, 


Please see your letter W.1731/1731/48 of 6th February. 
Our interim reply M.0.11/D.0/580 of 7th February suggested that 
MacKereth could show you relevant telegrams and we have waited to 
see if you or MacKereth had anything to say on them before calling 
your attention to telegram 07649 of 10th February from C-in-C., 
Mideast (of which you have a copy). 


From the War Office point of view, telegram 07649 is 
conclusive. We cannot afford to antagonise the Arab element in 
Cyrenaica, or the Senussi element which has influence still further 
west. To do so would raise a major issue touching internal 
security on a line of communication which is already sufficiently 
attenuated and vulnerable, 


In the event of it being decided to cultivate the farms 
in Barce with the aid of mechanical implements (but see the last 
sentence of para. One of 07649) sympathetic consideration might be 
given to utilising any Greek technicians who might be available, 


The Semissi have already been told, by Mr. Eden's 
declaration in Parliament of 8th Jamary, 1942, that they will not 
be returned to Italian domination. An influx of Greek colonists 
into the Italien agricultural settlements could carry, for the 
Arabs and for the whole world, very obvious deductions. 


Sub-para, 2(d) of Minister of State's 167 carries no 
weight at all. The Moslems now in our rear are friendly and 
co-operative. Their ejection in favour of Greek refugees would 
not enhance our security but very definitely endanger it. 


A.W.G.Randall, Esq., G.B.E., /Por these.... 
Foreign Office, 
S.W.1. 





Por these reasons we agree with the C-in-C.,~ 


Mideast and cannot support Laerare reply enclosed with 
your letter. 


In its place we would suggest that the attention 
of the Minister of State be drawn to C-in-C!s opinion as 
expressed in 07649 of 10th February to War Office. 


Joon mene 


25 hee 
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Monsieur Romanos 
Greek Embassy 


(From Mr. Randall) 


fo 
Southgrn Dept. 


5 ) 
gq rte Myt]) 


"f Given, 1943 


In consultation with our military 
authorities, we have given the most careful 
consideration to the possibility,(or some ») 
of the Greek refugees in the Middle E Has oe 


being received in _Cyrenaica, tnich you men: 


Ctionea to me on February isth, eee 


Looking at it as a refugee problem, 
we ourselves should have vesy much liked to 
have been able to give you a favourable 
reply. But you will appreciate that, since 
the territory in question is under military 
administration, considerations of the 
effect which such a proposal might have on 
the administration must be considered 
paramount. I regret to say that, in the 
view of our military authorities, the settle- 
ment of Greek refugees in Cyrenaica might 
provoke reactions on the part of the Arab 
population and the Senussij even if, as the 
Greek Government suggest, an assurance be 
given thst the stay of the refugees would be 
temporary. Our military authorities, whose 
main preoccupation must be to ensure a stable 
administration of the territory, feel unable 
to take the risk which they foresee of this 
measure provoking unrest among the Moslem 


population. 


(\ ; Fin 
Aw. haw DAL. 





Registry 
No.W 3608/1731/48 


C.C. FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


March, 1943. 
Draft. 
M. Romanos, 
Greek Embassy. Romanos, 
We have considered the possibility of 
some of the Greek refugees being received 
(from Mr. Randall) 


Cyrenaica, which\you mentioned to me 


February 19th. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


I am afraid we Cannot agree. It is, 
we think, essential not to antagonise eitha 
the Arabs or the SenuBsi and an influx of 
Greek refugees into Ifalian agricultural 
settlements would, we feel sure, do so, 
even if, as your Government suggested, 
an assurence was given that the refugees' 


stay would be temporary. Our security 


would be definitely endangered if the 
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Moslems, who are now friendly and co- 
operative, became the reverse as we feel 
certain they would do if kney were ejected 
in favour of other delontltn: 

We cannot afford to disregard such a 
factor which vitally concerns those 


responsible for the administration of this 


area/ 





area, and I should be gratefll if you would 


explain our reasons to your authorities. 


Z(Signed) A.W.G. RANDALL/ 
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Registry 
No. W 3608/1731/48 


c.C. 


Draft. 
Minstate, 


CAIRO. 


Telegram. 


Wr é 
ha meely 
Cypher. Ko AP 


Departmental No. 2. 


No.. 


War Office, 
(Col. French). 


V 


saosalt petactient 
4 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


J despatched [- ? M. 


March, 1943, 


Your telegram No. 167 Loft 27th Jan- 
vary: projected settlement of Greek 
refugees in Cyrenaica/. 

Please see C.-in-C. Middle East 
07649 of February 10th to 

Aare 
in—eonsequence-or tits by is 


ny. informed Greek Embassy that we cannot 


telegram No. 


War Office. 
acter 


agree to Greek refugees being received in 


Cyrenaica. 





@ 


W 5608/1731/48 

{ CYPHER } DEPARTMENTAL No.2. 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO MINISTER OF STATE CAIRO 

No. 742 D. 1.25 p.m. March 9th, 1943. 


SL 


March 8th, 1943. 
bbbb 


Your telegram No. 167 [of 27th January: projected 


settlement of Greek refugees in Cyrenaica]. 

Please see Commander-in-Chief Middle Rast telegram 
No. 07649 of February 10th to War Office. I agree and 
have accordingly informed Greek Embassy that we cannot 


agree to Greek refugees being received in Cyrenaica. 


0.T.P. 
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TELEGRAM FROM 
Bermuda (United 


Kingdom Delegation 
j 21 


Dated 96th . Apr. 1949) 
a”) 
“”e7th Apr. 1943 


Reg 


W : Refugees 





Temporary settlement of refugees in Cyrenaica. 
Transmits personal message from Mr. Law 
requesting authorisation to state that His Majesty's 
Government would consider placing refugees in 
Peconaica to fill places left by Ttalians, relieving 


issure on Cyprus and freeing space for rther 
refugees, in spite of Occupied Enemy Territory 


Administration objection, 
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MOST SECRET 
CIPHER TELEGRAM 311339, 


C. in G.. Middle ;Kast. Pal ede 


Fan : Recd. 1720 10 Feb.43. 
The War Office, 


EMPORTANT, 


QET/07649 cipher 10 Feb. MosT SECRET. 


rom Political, 

ol 50027 (MeO.11) of Fifth Feb. and signal 167 of 
27 Jan from Minstate to FO. Suggested installation Greek 
refugees on Italian Farms in Cyrenaica not (rpt,not) approved, 
These farms fall into two Categories A those in Jebel Area 
suitable far cultivation by small holders with animal draw 
implements and B those in Barce Plain approximating to 

| onditions of PrairieFarming and needing use of mechanical 
| Spl onents on pig scale, Category& above are ae being 

\eultivated by original Arab owners of land with unexpected 
Success and great enthusiasm.To remove Arabs in favour of 


j Greeks would cause strong mposition from Arabs concerned and from 


whole Senussi following, Category B unsuitable for small 


| holders of any nationality. Technicians only required, Much 


| machinery at present immobilised and doubtful if spare parts 


' obtainable. In any case economic soundness of cultivation in 


Barce Plain questionable. 

Two, Oonsider merits of suggested installation completely 
outweighed by inevitable adverse reaction in Arab public 
opinion which is now friendly and co-operative impossible 
avoid deduction that they had only exchanged onekuropean 


Colonist for another and that British propaganda and promises 
with regard to their land tiisleading and unreliable.T.0.0.0950B. 
C.6(Telegrams) Distribution over/, es 





- Tote M.0.44- (for ction), 
Gopics to:- 8S, of S, 


A 0.8, bs 7- 
F,0, (Mr, bareee nia? (2)6 
FO, 


Mr. Randall) (2). 





r/ G42) 
| CYPHER] DEPARTUENTAL NO, 2, 


FROM UNITED GDOM DELEGATION TO THE & 
C E_IN BE TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


No, 21 D, Untimed 26th April, 1945, 
Yoth April, 1943. R. 10,30 a.m, 27th pri? 1943, 


W 6405 | 


Se ey Gh 


Personal. 
Following from Law. 


It would help us if we could make some concession over 
temporary settlement of Greek or other refugees in 
Cyrenaica; and we would urge that we be authorised to say 
that we should be willing to consider yee refugees in 
that territory to fill places left by the Italians, so 
relieving dete a on Cyprus and freeing space for possible 
further refugees. I know 0,E,T.A, are opposed, but we have 
had some ¢ ience of 0,E.T.A,, and their objections are not 
always valid, Please telegraph urgently, 
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Ar Despatched 


yg April, 4S 
Ad April, 1943 


from the 


Telegram. 


rae | 
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De 11 a Office who 
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involve 
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No, 


E.A.W. 


FFICE, S.W.1. 


FSi ae S Quy 
Ol.co he. 
Eee hye She, 


April, 1943. 
Secretary of State 
Taw 


Law, 


Lof_the26th 


discussed with War 
point out that reasons adduced 
Departmental No. l. me months ago by C.-in-C. Middle 
, > J 


Greeks in Cyrenaica on 
talian farms are still valid since this 
would involve the eviction of Arab agri- 
sulturalists now installed there with 
bvious adverse Arab reactions. 


ble, 


egyptian Department.pwilling} to take up 
Private Secretary. East, establishme refugees in Cyrenaica 
they;are concentrated in camps, but they 
point out that in such case they would not 
pe self+supporting, and, in view of local 


food/.. 





food situation food would have to be 
imported. This would add to difficulties 
of present food situation in Middle East. 
jater would be another difficulty. 
You may inform the United States 

ation on the above lines, adding that 
while we will go into this with the Mili tay 
Muthorities the chances of a refugee settle 
‘ment in Cyrenaica do not appear to be much 


more than a possibility. 
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oy W 6596/47341/48 

7 AM FROM 

Bermuda (United Kingdom 

No. Delegation 
33 

Dated 29th April,1943. 


i eccairy 930th April, 
A943» 


W : Refugees. 


Reflugees for Cyrenaica. 


Addressed Washington 25. Refers beady 
Office telegram to Bermuda 33 (W 6423/173/48). Mre 
Sumner Welles’ understanding regarding Cyrenaica is 
not quite correct. Would deprecate any announcement, 
and are not proposing while in Bermuda to go beyond 
terms of the agreed communigé to the press. 
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W 6596 


{ 


(30 APR 1943 J 


{ CYPHER] DEPARTMENTAL NO.2. 


FROM UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION T0 THE REFUGEE CONFERENCE 
IN BERMUDA To WASHINGTON. 


0.85 De 29th April 1948. 
29th April 1943. Re via Colonial Office 10,55 asm. 
Repeated to Foreign Office No.55 50th April 1943. 


QQAAAIIIIW 


Your telegram No.979. 


3. Swmer Welles' understanding regarding Cyrenaica is 
not quite correct as you will see from Foreign Office 
telegram to me No.35, Poi oooh of which is given in my 
immediately following telegram. Moreover there have been no 
negotiations of which We are aware regarding French 
Equatorial Africa, and in view of the delicacy of the Spanish 
refugee situation we would deprecate any announcement, and 
are not proposing while in Bermuda going beyond the terms 
A the agreed communiqué to the press, to which United 
is) a tO Delegation attach the greatest importance. 
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FROM War Office 
(communicated) 

No. 

Dated 


8th Ma. 
Rece: \ - 
ee Reet 1943 


W: Refugees 


Refugees for Cyrensica. 


Refers Foreign Office telegram to Minister of 
State, Cairo No.742 (W 3608/1731/48). Transmis 
copy of signal 75625 addressed Mideast for Civil 
affairs asking for report on possibility of establishing 
refugee camps in Cyrenaica. 
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Creation of Refugee camps in Cyrenaita. 
Refers Troopers telegram 75625 to Merra 
Civeffairs tw 6965/1731/48). Objects to 
Camps in Cyrenaica as uneconomical, snd 
possibly Greeks might obstruct plans of move to 
Ethiopia. Adds figures giving totals of Greek refugees 
in Cyprus, Syria end Palestine and Noses Wells Camp, 
and describes proposed moves of refugees. 
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[CODE R] DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2. 
FROM MINISTER OF STATE, CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


No. 1127 De 9.52 pem. 9th May 1948. 
8th May 1945. Re 11.45 pom. 9th May 1945. 


be ie at 


MERRA 

Please see Troopers telegram No. 75625 to MERRA for 
Civaffairs. (1) Creation of camps in Cyrenaica would 
be administratively uneconomical and might encourage Greek 
authorities to obstruct plans of the move to Ethiopia where 
MERRA has already incurred considerable expense on installations. 
Civaffairs concurs and is replying in this sense. 


2. Position of the Greek refugees in MERRA is now as 
follows: Cyprus 5,000, Syria and Palestine 2,400, Moses 
camp Egypt 1,700. 


3. Of these Governor of Cyprus will allow 5,000 to 

remain in Cyprus for the duration provided that there are no 
unexpected developments. MERRA will evacuate from Moses Wells 
to Ethiopia as soon as piipping is available and provided that 
the Greek authorities give the promised collaboration 1400 
os the 520 who failed to embark on [group undec: ? April 2ist] 
‘or Belgian Congo. This will provide temporary accommodation at 
Moses Yells where premises are being enlarged for refugees now 
in Syria and Palestine. 


[Copies sent to Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Dudley Ward]. 
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[ CYPHER ] 


FROM DEPUTY MINISTER OF STATE CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


No. 1625 De 5.42 pm. July 8th, 1945. 
July 8th, 1943. \ R. 11.40 pm. July 8th, 1945. 


i , bbb “* 
DOEDIATE 


Following for Minister of State from Deputy Minister 
of State. 


Your telegram No. 2006. s22 lpi 


I have discussed proposal with Civil Affairs and 
General Headquarters. 


2. ie feel that admission of Jews to Cyrensica 
would be disastrous. jould have the worst possible 
effect on Senussi_ and gravexy complicate the whole 
status quo of Arab problen, 


3. The political objection to Tripolitania is less 
aoe but neither country is yet suited for reception 
of refugees, 


4, It is not clear whether number to be accommodated 
would be 5000 or whether this is total to be evacuated 
from Spain. 


5, General Headquarters view as follows: 


a) Accemmodatien can only be in army tentage. Though 
revision is possible it cannet be made quickly. 


b) Movement of refugees to Tripelitania cannet be 
undertaken for some time owing te operational needs 
which will strain existing resourees for considerable 
period. Main movement preblem is fer A.F.W. and this 
view submitted witheut censultation with them but with 
knowledge ef their preblem. 

ec) Supplies fer refugees weuld have to be imported | 
thus additional te supply mevement preblem for Tripelitania. 


a) Glething, Presume this weuld be, arranged befere 
arrival at Tripelitanie. 5000 sheuld therefore be 
regarded as absolute maximum. 


6. Our main anxiety is whether undertaking that 
residence weuld be temporary, could be implemented in 
case of stateless persons. We think essential te have 
seme ultimate home in view. _ This is also desirable for 
Palestine surplus. Cannot [grp. unde sd, be pressed 
a596 paragraph 53 sub section 6 of Berituds Conference 

epert). ae 


~ 


[Copies sent to Mir. Armstrong] 
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W 9992/1751/48 
[CYPHER] DEPARTMENTAL NO»2» 
PROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO DEPUTY MINISTER OF STATE CAIRO 
No. 2512 De 800 poems 22nd July 1945 
22nd July 1945 
ye AE a 
SECRET 


our telegram Noe 1625 [of 8th July: establishment of 
sJexkak' oe evacuees in Cyrenaica .e 


President of the United States has poet in Bripeiple 
shment in North Africa Freneh 


us ¥ ing ressure upon + 
competent American authorities 4 the provision on our 
of accomodation for ons siserasre, for which purpose 
areasof North Afriea under British administration seem ie 
offer possibilities. 


2. While, Les pay: 
objections to_ admission o: 
a pear to be less s 
therefore te grate: 
situation there further with a yi s is! 
should be made fe clear to the mili ot eet bony gh 
coming there would be under re 
—_ pe fe littles fet. Mee arte their ub ties © 
w D: e a yy = ay sus' es or 
economic Tilecests the inhabd tan’ ats that they vel 


a mation of course after ss 


removed as 
hostilities under United Nations pl lh go for P rtesteiation 
and relief of ? displaced populations. 


[Copies sent to Mr. Arustrong]. 
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Cyrenaica and Tripolitania as Colonies for Jews. 
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Received 20th July:1943) 
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10, Botoning Street, 
WHAhitehalt. 


9th June 1943. 


/; 
The telegram refefred to in 
par .ched 
rdm 


paragraph 2 of the 
minute is No. 2574 


Washington, sent over to us under 
cover of a note from Randall 
to Martin dated 6th June which 


presume you have seen. The 
ne Minister has not seen 
2616 from Washington sent 
Randall to Brown on the 

ay tl Jun 6. 


VV 1 


Ve Ue 


Foreign Of: 





PRIME MINISTER'S. 
10, Botrning Street, 


PERSONAL @MiNUTE 


SECRET. 


SERIAL Nofl] 369/4 _ 


FOREIGN SECRETARY. 
COLONIAL SECRETARY. 


a I talked with the President about exploring the 
possibility of using Cyrenaica or Tripolitania as satellite 
Colonies for Jews, to take the strain off the National Jewish 
Home in Palestine. The President seemed interested, and 
asked Mr. Bernard Baruch to luncheon, when the topic was 
resumed. In the upshot, he handed me the enclosed report 
which he has had prepared. I have not read the report. 

Ze This also has a bearing upon the current problem 
of refugees referred to in the attached telegram. I do not 
of course know whether the refugees could be fed in these 
regions except as a drain upon Army resources, but I suppose 
they will have to be fed somewhere. There does not seem 

to be any objection on political grounds to their being 


accommodated during the war without prejudice to the more 


gt 


8.6.43 


permanent policy. 





Te. 


(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on) 
{CYPHER ] 
WAR CABINET DISTRIBUTION 
FROM: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Viscount Halifax 


No. 2074 « Oc. Oats Oth dune, 2945, 


D 
4th Juné, 1945. R. 9.45 a.n. Sth June, 1943. 


Cy C0) 
IMPORTANT 
Your telegram No.d651 and 34652, 


1 State Department now inform me that draft telegram to 
United States Ambassador in London mentioned in my telegram No. 
2517 has been held up because matter was discussed between 
President and Prime Minister during the latter's visit and 
President put certain questions to Prine Minister in regard to 
which he is still awaiting an answer, State Department can not 
tell us what these questions were and we have no information of 
the matter having been raised with the Prine Minster, The State 

{Department see no neans of breaking the deadlock until Prine 
Minister answers the President's questions. You will no doubt 
wish to get in touch with him as soon as possible. 
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| 1625(W 9992/1731/48). E 


Refers to Minister of State, Cairo, telegram Mo. 


mcloses copy of letter from 

Secretary of State for War of 23rd July to Mr. 

Attlee (Dominions Office) stating that operational 

commitments and racial objections, etc., rule out 

for the present the accomodation of Jewish refugees 

in Tripolitania and Cyrenaicia. 
t 
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WF .213/24. “24% 
F.213/24 a5 Tip LRG 
Dear Randall, 


23.740 I enclose a copy of 
Sir James Grigg's letter of the 
25rd July to my Secretary of State 
about the possibility of taking 
refugees in Cyrenaica and 
Tripolitania, with Special reference 
to telegram No.1625 of the 8th July 
from the Deputy Minister of State, 
Cairo. 


No doubt you will consider how 
best to bring the contents of this 
letter to the notice of the Refugee 
Committee. 


Yours sincerely, 


A.W.G.RANDALL,ESQ., 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 





HON. 


War Office, 
Whitehall, 
S.W.1. 


26rd July, 1943. 


Dear Attlee, 


You wrote to me on lst July about the 
possibility of providing accommodation for up to 
5,000 to 7,000 refugees in Cyrenaica and 
Tripolitania. 


As you probabiy know Casey has consulted his 
office in Cairo on this proposal and you will no 
doubt have ssen the Deputy Minister of State's 
reply of 8th July which gives a comprehensive 
summary of the grave objections and difficulties 
both from the military and political angles. As 
the Deputy Minister of State has already been in 
touch with G.H.Q. whose view are given in his 
telegram, I don't think there is any point in my 
sending a separate telegram to the Commander-in- 
Chief, particularly as I now understand that the 
Americans have agreed to the establishment of a 
refugee camp in French North Africa and the 
immediate reason for finding accommodation in 
Cyrenaica and Tripolitania no longer exists although) 
of course, the general problem of finding 
reception areas remains. 


I think it is clear that operational 
commitments and the difficulties of accommodation 
and supply rule the proposal out for the present, 
while the political, racial and economic 
objections will always exist. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sgd) P.J.Grigg. 


C.R. ATTLEE, M.P. 
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(Sd,), ALAN WALKER. 
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Gyrenaica and Tripolitania as Jewish Colonies. 
Refers to Foreign Office telegram No. 2312 of 

22nd July (W 9992/1731/48). Disagrees that 

objections to Tripolitania are greater than those to 

Cyrenacia. Suggests consideration of other areas 

including British somaliland, Kenya and North Nigeria. 
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[CYPHER] 


FROM MINISTER OF STATE CAIRO TO FORSIGN OFFICE 


No: 1806 D 9. Op.m Ath August, 1913, 
Sra August, 1943, oR, 5, 30 am, 5th August, 1913, 


11111 
Your telegram No, 2312, W 9497 J173) jus 


I cannot agree that objections to Tripolitania are 
greater than those to Cyrenaica, Objections to both seem 
to me very serious, 2 949 


2, Political objections have been pointed out in my 
telegram No, 1625, Militarily choice of either of these 
countries would lock up British troops on internal security 
duties and create demands for major works services which 
could only be fulfilled to the detriment of military 
operational requirements, 


3, Is it not possible to consider other areas? Two 
occurred to me as possible, 


4. First, British Somaliland where camps ereoted for 
repatriated Italians from Ethiopia should now be available, 


5. Second, by transfer of Italian prisoners of war 
from Kenya to the United States, accommodation for some 
35,000 refugees should become available. Camps and 
hut-ments exist as do medical, sanitary and water services, 
Supply requirements should be less than at present. In 
addition it would make accommodation available for balance of 
Poles now in Persia, MERRA and ERRA are both functioning 
in the district, 


6, One more possible area might be Northern Nigeria but 
it is not known here whether there is any accommodation, 


7 American authorities have no doubt been fully aware 
of contributions made by the Middle Bast and African 
territories to the refugees problem, 

(Copies sent to lir. Armstrong]. 
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@:: No, W 11368/1731/48 


F.0., 


| ose August 


Draft, Despatched 


Minister of State, 
Cairo« 
J 


/ 


Telegram. Your telegram No. 1806 fof the Srd August: 


establishment of Jewish refugees in Cyrenaica 
no. 264 


20 etc./. 


cypher a British Somaliland ssd-Nesthern-Nigeria~ 
dtd afer, ts te 
wre. not pri i 
Departmental No. 2 
y a will look into +wem 


by transfer of Italian prisoners of war from 
Kenya to the United States would have to be 


2 ie 


1) Egyptign Department. considered in the first place for Polish civili- 


VV 4 ‘ * 
t) yv Mi lak \“L- ans,;from Persia, removal of whom is, as you 


know, most urgent. 
aes = 2. As regards Cyrenaica and Tripolitania, 
Cop; Colonial 

Office for concurrence.| paragraph 1 of your telegram as decyphered 
discloses some misapprehension, since my 
telegram No. 2312 fof the 22nd July/ paragraph 
2, stated, as drafted, that objections in the 
case of Tripolitania appeared to be less and 
not greater than those to Cyrenaica- Main 
point, however, is that United States Government 
have at last agreed to the establishment in 
North Africa of a camp for the temporary 
reception of refugees from Spain, and in view 
of the accommodating attitude of the 
American and also French authorities in this 


case, I aw reluctant to accept the view that 





an unobtrusive camp for a few hundred }would 
place so great a strain upon the resources of 


the/ 





the administrative authorities. 
3. In these circumstances I shall be 
grateful if you will revert to the matter with 


the military authorities and press them to 


reconsider the matter, wh awe 


Auinbaparne fy Mueorkint at 
foreseen (os ieee} 


5 pgaart 2 


Crupales sopetel . 
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[CYPHER] ARTMENTAL NO, 2, 
OM FOREIGN OFFICE TO TER STATE (CAIRO) 
No. 262). D. 5.40 pom. 20th August, 191.3, 
20th August, 1913. 
rie Ans 
& & & 

Your telegram No, 1806 [of the 3rd August: establishment 
of Jewish seated Cyrenaica etc, ] 

British Soma, (ena does not appear to be very promising, 
but I will look Anto it, Northern Nigeria would be 
impracticable for space, however, vacated by transfer of 
Italian prisoners of war from Kenya to the United States would 


have to be considered in the first place for Polish eivilians 
from Persia, removal of whom is, as you know, most urgent. 


OUT FILE 


2, As regards Cyrenaica and Tripolitania, paragraph 1 
of your telegram as decyphered diselases some misapprehension, 
since my telegram No, 2312 [of the 22nd July] paragraph 2, 
stated, as drafted, that oy elec in the case of Tripolitania 
appeared to be less and not than those to Cyrenaica, 
Main point, however, is that States Government have at 
last agreed to the establishment in North Africa of a camp 
for the temporary reception of refugees from Spain, and = view 
of the accommodating attitude of the American and also Freneh 
authorities in this case, I am reluctant to accept the view that 
an unobtrusive camp for a few hundred at least in Tripolitania 
would place so great a strain upon the resourees of the 
administrative authorities, 


3. In these circumstances I shall be grateful if you will 
revert to the matter with the military authorities and press 


them to reconsider the matter, with such limitations of numbers 
and safeguards of procedure as they may eonsider essential, 


[Copies sent to Mr, Armstrong], 
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Refugee camp in Tripolitania. 


Refers to Foreign Office telegram No. 
20th August (W 11368/1731/48) . 

A camp in Tripoli can be provided but at the 
expense of military operational requirements, one 
for 1,000 persons would be best economic proposition. 
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Foreign Office, S.W.1. 
Despatched M. 
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Draft. \-¢ 5 Kas August, 1943. 


Minister of State, = 
Cairo. Your telegram No. 1962/ of 26th 


August: establishment of refugee camp 
Telegram. in Tripolitania/. 
eas In view of the important political 
considerations involved and also of the 


fact that the Americans have assisted us 
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Departmental Z by agreeing in principle to the establish- 


‘ . S 
Cypher 2 Hi 4} ment of a camp in French North Africa, 
Re&ot. ait 


Egyptian , I feel that it ig essential that we 
Mr. La yu! > Aiton 


should take avebiminasx action in 


Tripolitania. I should therefore be grate 
ful if you will request the military and 
ivil authorities to consider the selectio 
of a suitable site and the provision of 
the necessary facilities. As regards tw 


svevtciesn—ef personnel, indications of 


camp for numbers contemplated would require 


supervisory staff of perhaps 20 persons, 
Ae eee. a 5 
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We 12887/1751/48. 
(CYrH ” 


2899. 
cae Depteuber, 1943, 


0 


Your telegram } No. 1962 [of 96th August: establigiment 
fugee camp in Tripolitantas ] 


In vie of the inp pores 


fe “icae 1 feel that “at sr es sential that 
we sho aia 4 t sinilar ection in Tri OLlitanias I should — 
herefore eful if you will request the militar 
civil authorities to consida-r the setection of a 
site ) si of the necessary facilitic 
4 8 me i : ) numb e eontemplated 
f er he 80 persmis, some if not 
hom could, » if necessary, pr bably be p ‘vided from 
this country. 


I should be grateful for your observations generally. 


{Copies sent to Mr. Arastrong. ] 
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PE tes 
ABBey 1272 Extn. 53. 
The War Office, 
Hotel Victoria, 
Northumberland Avenue, 
London, WeCo2. 


th October, 19.3. 


Your reference. 


QNBH/2E8 (Co Ae te Jo. 
23% 2. ER 
Dene Af AS 


Thank you for your letter of 28th 
September (W 12387/1731/48) about the 
refugee camp in Tripolitania. 


The question is now under 
consideration by our Secretary of State, 
who will himself be representing the 
war Office views. 


Sera 


I.L, Henderson, Esq, 
Foreign Office, 
London, SeWe te 
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0184/268 


Saas ey \rtld odtGter| 948. 


Dear Sargent, 


There has been correspondence 
ending with a semi-official letter frdém 
the Foreign Office dated 28th September, 
1943 (W 12387/1731/48) and War Office 
reply dated 4th October, 1943, 
0184/268(C.A.1), about the proposal to 
set up a refugee camp in Tripolitania. 


We are very sorry but we still thi 
that the military objections to this 
proposal are sufficient to outweigh its 
advantages, and we therefore are unable 
to concur in the wire which we under- 
stand you were proposing to send to the 
Minister of State telling him to ask the 
military authorities to provide the 
necessary facilities. 


Yours, sincerely, 


A 


{ } \ 


Ss Nd SiytigcacA acs ‘ 


Sir Orme Sargent, K.C.NM.G., C.B. 
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(W 14309/1731/48) 19th October,1965. 


. _ Thank you f our 04 
- ber v4 om lates a" 
wee fri oe tania, tof 





oie ais fron other pH oy rit a the Atgaad 
at the Bermuda meeting asked us. support the project 


and in, default of any ar o the contrary, 

we can eee: A ine, thet bl oP ational" objections 
to the ‘ea mat ry Nem ipolitania would 
be much more % those oigaonaie edvanced 


by the Americansa(who under pressure subsequently withdrew 
them) when we urged the necessity of making a camp 
in French North Africa to draw off the accumulation of 
refugees in Spein. Moreover, &though it is not easy 

to predict what refugee movements there may be in some 

/ months’ time, I think we can be fairly Prov Chon that 
to accept the Tripeolitanian camp proposal will have 
no practical consequences et present; rather would it 
be a reserve or transit camp which would come in handy 
to deal with refugee movements in the Mediternsnean 
later on and also as a gesture of co-operation to and 
with the Americans, but it would not be needed at once. 
Moreover, if it becomes necessary to divert refugees to 
the camp and the business of organising and administering 
it becomes actual, then we and the United States 
Government, through 0.) .R.R.0., and the Intergovernnental 
Comalttee, should be able to relieve the Militery to a 
very considerable extent. 


We shall therefore be very grateful if you will 


give/ 


Sir Prederick Bovenschen,K.G, Fo 
War Office. 
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Sir 0. Sargent. 
018)4,/268 

Dated 5th Nov+,1943- 

Received 

in Regisiry deh Nov., 

r 19436 


W : Refugees. 


Refugee Camp in Tripolitania. 


Refers to Foreign Office letter of 19th 
October (W 14309/1731/48). War Office are unable to 
depart from their previous view expressed in 
letter of 7th October. 
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0184/268 5th November, 1943. 


(3 nov 1943 } 


Dear Sargent, ve (S (W044 


You wrote to me on 19th October 
rding a proposal to set up a 
Tripolitania. 
juestion, but I am 
reason to depart from the views ex- 


pressed in my let & you of 7th 


gees \ 
October. iyeBo4 


Yours sincerely 


wv» 


yA 


& Ry y Pp See Be ~~ 


Sir Orme Sargent, K.C.M.G., 
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Sir Fredericke eC 
Bovenshen, Dear Bovenshen, 
me ‘ 


War Office. A A 
Hentai pease refer te /your letter 
A 
0184/268 of 5th November about the 
(from Sir Orme 
Sargent). proposal to set up a refugee camp in 


Tripolitania. 


In view of what you say we do not 
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situation or American pressure makesit 


necessary to do so. 
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